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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

I . (Currently Amended) An information transmission apparatus, comprising: 
reception means for receiving fkst a plurality of taste information that r e pr e sents a 

taste represent respective tastes of a plurality of users usef from a plurality of terminal 
apparatus apparatuses of the user plurality of users : 

storage means for storing [[a]] the received plurality of taste information that 
repr e s e nt respectiv e tast e s of a plurality of oth e r us e rs and attribute information 
corresponding to each of the plurality of oth e r users; 

search means for searching for se cond at least two taste information having a 
resemblance to the first tast e information each other from the plurality of taste information 
stored in the storage means; 

retrieval means for retrieving at least the attribute information of the plurality of oth e r 
users that corr es pond to th e s e cond tast e information at least two taste information searched 
by the search means : and 

transmission means for transmitting the retrieved attribute information to [[the]] a 
terminal apparatus of [[the]] a user corresponding to any one of the at least two taste 
information and not corresponding to the retrieved attribute information . 

2-10. (Cancelled) 

I I . (Currently Amended) An information transmission method, comprising: 

a reception step of receiving fest a plurality of taste information that r e pr e s e nts a taste 
represent respective tastes of a user plurality of users from a plurality of terminal apparatus 
apparatuses of the user plurality of users : 
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a search step of searching for second at least two taste information having a 
resemblance to the first tast e information each other from [[a]] the plurality of taste 
information of other us e rs stored in a predetermined storage unit; and 

a transmission step of transmitting at least attribute information of the at least two 
taste information searched in the search step oth e r u se rs that corr e sponds to th e s e cond tast e 
information to th e to a terminal apparatus of [[the]] a user corresponding to any one of the at 
least two taste information and not corresponding to the attribute information . 

12. (Currently Amended) The information transmission method according to claim 
1 1 , wherein 

the transmission step transmits at least group information that represents groups that 
the other plurality of users belong to and that corresponds to the second at least two taste 
information as the attribute information to the terminal apparatus of the user. 

13. (Currently Amended) The information transmission method according to claim 
1 1 , wherein 

the reception step receives a part of the fifst plurality of taste information that 
r e pr e s e nts th e tast e of the us e r from th e t e rminal apparatus of the user as search key 
information; 

the search step searches for taste information including the search key information 
from the plurality of taste information of the oth e r plurality of users stored in the 
predetermined storage unit as th e s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e fir s t 
tast e information ; and 



3 



Application No. 10/568,968 

Reply to Office Action of May 1, 2008 

the transmission step transmits at least group information that represents groups that 
the ethef plurality of users belong to and that corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste 
information as the attribute information to the terminal apparatus of the user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The information transmission method according to claim 
1 1 , wherein 

the transmission step transmits at least the s e cond at least two taste information and 
group information that represents groups that the ethef plurality of users belong to and that 
corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute information to the 
terminal apparatus of the user. 

15. (Currently Amended) The information transmission method according to claim 
11, wherein 

the reception step receives a part of the fifst plurality of taste information that 
r e pr e s e nts th e tast e of th e us e r from th e t e rminal apparatus of th e us e r as search key 
information; 

the search step searches for taste information including the search key information 
from the plurality of taste information of the oth e r plurality of users stored in the 
predetermined storage unit as th e s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e first 
tast e information ; and 

the transmission step transmits at least the s e cond at least two taste information and 
group information that represents groups that the oth e r plurality of users belong to and that 
corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute information to the 
terminal apparatus of the user. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An information reception method of a terminal apparatus, 
the information reception method comprising: 

a transmission step of transmitting lirst taste information that represents a taste of a 
user to a predetermined apparatus that stores [[the]] a plurality of taste information that 
represent respective tastes of a plurality of oth e r users; and 

a reception step of receiving attribute information of at least two taste information the 
plurality of oth e r us e rs that corr e sponds to the s e cond tast e information , the attribute 
information being information that the predetermined apparatus that has received the lH=st 
taste information at least transmits to the terminal apparatus of the user corresponding to any 
one of the at least two taste information and not corresponding to the attribute information. 
after searching for s e cond the at least two taste information having a resemblance to th e first 
tasto information each other from the plurality of taste information stored therein. 

17. (Currently Amended) The information reception method of a terminal apparatus 
according to claim 16, wherein 

the reception step receives group information that represents groups that the plurality 
of other users belong to and that corresponds to the se cond at least two taste information as 
the attribute information, the group information being information that the predetermined 
apparatus that has received the fifst taste information at least transmits after the searching ier 
th e s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblance to the first tasto information from th e 
plurality of tast e information stor e d ther e in . 

18. (Currently Amended) The information reception method of a terminal apparatus 
according to claim 16, wherein 
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the transmission step transmits a part of the first taste information that r e pr e s e nts th e 

tast e of th e us e r as search key information to the predetermined apparatus that stor e s th e 

plurality of taste information that r e pr e sent th e r e sp e ctiv e tast e s of th e plurality of other us e rs ; 

and 

the reception step receives group information that represents groups that the plurality 
of oth e r users belong to and that corresponds to the second at least two taste information as 
the attribute information, the group information being information that the predetermined 
apparatus that has received the search key information at least transmits after the searching 
for the at least two taste information including the search key information from the plurality 
of taste information stored therein as th e s e cond ta s te information having th e r es emblanc e to 
th e first tast e information . 

19. (Currently Amended) The information reception method of a terminal apparatus 
according to claim 16, wherein 

the reception step receives the s e cond at least two taste information and group 
information that represents groups that the plurality of oth e r users belong to and that 
corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute information, the 
s e cond at least two taste information and the group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the first taste information at least transmits after 
the searching for th e s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e first tast e 
information from th e plurality of tast e information stored th e r e in . 

20. (Currently Amended) The information reception method of a terminal apparatus 
according to claim 16, wherein 
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the transmission step transmits a part of the ii^st taste information that r e pres e nts the 

tast e of th e us e r as search key information to the predetermined apparatus that stor e s th e 

plurality of tast e information that r e pres e nt th e r e sp e ctiv e tast e s of th e plurality of other users ; 

and 

the reception step receives the s e cond at least two taste information and group 
information that represents groups that the plurahty of oth e r users belong to and that 
corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute information, the 
s e cond at least two taste information and the group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the search key information at least transmits after 
the searching for the at least two taste information including the search key information from 
the plurality of taste information stored therein as th e s e cond tast e information having th e 
r e s e mblanc e to th e first tast e information . 

21. (Currently Amended) An information transmission apparatus, comprising: 

a reception unit configured to receive fest a plurality of taste information that 
repr e s e nts a tast e represent respective tastes of a plurality of users user from a plurality of 
terminal apparatus apparatuses of the user plurality of users : 

a storage unit configured to store [[a]] the received plurality of taste information tJwrt 
r e pr e s e nt r e sp e ctive tast e s of a plurality of other us e rs and attribute information 
corresponding to each of the plurality of oth e r users; 

a search unit configured to search for s e cond at least two taste information having a 
resemblance to th e first tast e information each other from the plurality of taste information 
stored in the storage unit; 
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a retrieval unit configured to retrieve at least the attribute information of the plurahty 
of oth e r us e rs that corr e spond to the s e cond tasto information at least two taste information 
searched bv the search unit ; and 

a transmission unit configured to transmit the retrieved attribute information of th e 
plurality of other us e rs that corr e spond to th e s e cond tast e information to th e to a terminal 
apparatus of [[the]] a user corresponding to anv one of the at least two taste information and 
not corresponding to the retrieved attribute information . 

22. (Currently Amended) The information transmission apparatus according to claim 
21, wherein 

the transmission unit is configured to transmit at least group information that 
represents groups that the plurality of oth e r users belong to and that corresponds to the 
s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute information to the terminal apparatus of 
the user. 

23. (Currently Amended) The information transmission apparatus according to claim 
2 1 , wherein 

the reception unit is configured to receive a part of the fifst plurality of taste 
information that r e pr ese nts the tast e of th e user from th e t e rminal apparatus of th e user as 
search key information; 

the search unit is configured to search for taste information including the search key 
information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage means as th e s e cond 
tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e first tast e information ; and 

the transmission unit is configured to transmit at least group information that 
represents groups that the plurality of other users belong to and that corresponds to the 
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Gecond at least two taste information as the attribute information to the terminal apparatus of 
the user. 

24. (Currently Amended) The information transmission apparatus according to claim 
21, wherein 

the transmission unit is configured to transmit at least the s e cond at least two taste 
information and group information that represents groups that the plurality of etheF users 
belong to and that corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute 
information to the terminal apparatus of the user. 

25. (Currently Amended) The information transmission apparatus according to claim 
2 1 , wherein 

the reception unit is configured to receive a part of the fifst plurality of taste 
information that repr e s e nts th e tast e of th e us e r from th e t e rminal apparatu s of th e user as 
search key information; 

the search unit is configured to search for taste information including the search key 
information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage means as th e s e cond 
tast e information having the resemblanc e to the first taste information ; and 

the transmission unit is configured to transmit at least the s e cond at least two taste 
information and group information that represents groups that the plurality of oth e r users 
belong to and that corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste information as the attribute 
information to the terminal apparatus of the user. 

26. (Currently Amended) A terminal apparatus, comprising: 
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a transmission unit configured to transmit lifst taste information that represents a taste 
of a user to a predetermined apparatus that stores a pluraHty of taste information that 
represent respective tastes of a plurality of other users; and 

a reception unit configured to receive attribute information of at least two taste 
information the plurality of oth e r us e rs that corr e spond to th e s e cond taste information , the 
attribute information being information that the predetermined apparatus that has received the 
first plurality of taste information at least transmits to the terminal apparatus of the user 
corresponding to any one of the at least two taste information and not corresponding to the 
attribute information, after searching for second the at least two taste information having a 
resemblance to the first taste information each other from the plurality of taste information 
stored therein. 

27. (Currently Amended) The terminal apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
the reception unit is configured to receive group information that represents groups 

that the plurality of oth e r users belong to and that corresponds to the s e cond at least two taste 
information as the attribute information, the group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the fifst taste information at least transmits after 
the searching for th e s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e first tast e 
information from th e plurality of tast e information stor e d th e rein . 

28. (Currently Amended) The terminal apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
the transmission unit is configured to transmit a part of the fifst taste information that 

repr e s e nts th e tast e of th e user as search key information to the predetermined apparatus that 
stor e s th e plurality of ta s t e information that r e pr e s e nt th e r e sp e ctiv e tast e s of th e plurality of 
oth e r us e rs ; and 



10 



Application No. 10/568,968 

Reply to Office Action of May 1, 2008 

the reception unit is configured to receive group information that represents groups 

that the pluraUty of oth e r users belong to and that corresponds to the oecond at least two taste 

information as the attribute information, the group information being information that the 

predetermined apparatus that has received the search key information at least transmits after 

the searching for the at least two taste information including the search key information from 

the plurality of taste information stored therein as th e second tast e information having the 

resemblanc e to the first taste informa tieft. 

29. (Currently Amended) The terminal apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
the reception unit is configured to receive the s e cond at least two taste information 

and group information that represents groups that the plurality of other users belong to and 
that corresponds to the se cond at least two taste information as the attribute information, the 
s e cond at least two taste information and the group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the fi^st taste information at least transmits after 
the searching for the s e cond tast e information having th e r e s e mblanc e to th e first tast e 
information fi'om the plurality of tast e information stored therein . 

30. (Currently Amended) The terminal apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
the transmission unit is configured to transmit a part of the fifst taste information that 

r e pr ese nt s th e taste of th e us e r as search key information to the predetermined apparatus that 
stores th e plurality of ta s t e information that r e pr e s e nt th e r e spectiv e tast e s of th e plurality of 
oth e r us e rs ; and 

the reception unit is configured to receive the s e cond at least two taste information 
and group information that represents groups that the plurality of oth e r users belong to and 
that corresponds to the second at least two taste information as the attribute information, the 
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s e cond at least two taste information and the group information being information that the 
predetermined apparatus that has received the search key information at least transmits after 
the searching for the at least two taste information including the search key information from 
the plurality of taste information stored therein as th e s e cond taste information having th e 
r e s e mblanc e to th e first tasto information . 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having embedded 
therein instructions, which when executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform a 
method, comprising: 

receiving lifst a plurality of taste information that r e pres e nts a tast e represent 
respective tastes of a plurality of users «ser from a plurality of terminal apparatus apparatuses 
of the plurality of user users : 

storing [[a]] the received plurality of taste information that r e pr e s e nt r es p e ctiv e tast e s 
of a plurality of oth e r us e rs and attribute information corresponding to each of the plurality of 
oth e r users; 

searching for s e cond at least two taste information having a resemblance to th e first 
tast e information each other from the plurality of taste information stored in the storing; 

retrieving at least the attribute information of the plurality of oth e r us e rs that 
correspond to th e s e cond tast e information at least two taste information searched in the 
searching : and 

transmitting the retrieved attribute information to [[the]] a terminal apparatus of 
[[the]] a user corresponding to any one of the at least two taste information and not 
corresponding to the retrieved attribute information . 

32. (Currently Amended) An information transmission apparatus, comprising: 
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reception means for receiving fifst a plurality of taste information that roprosents a 
tast e represent respective tastes of a plurality of users [[user]] from a plurality of terminal 
apparatus apparatuses of the user plurality of users ; 

storage means for storing [[a]] the received plurality of taste information that 
r e pr e s e nt r e sp e ctiv e tast e s of a plurality of other us e rs and attribute information 
corresponding to each of the plurality of other users; 

search means for searching for s e cond at least two taste information having a 
resemblance to th e first taste information each other from the plurality of taste information 
stored in the storage means; and 

transmission means for transmitting at least the attribute information of th e plurality 
of oth e r us e rs that corr e spond to th e s e cond tast e information to th e to a terminal apparatus of 
[[the]] a user corresponding to any one of the at least two taste information and not 
corresponding to the attribute information, when the reception means receives the first taste 
information from one of the plurality of users . 

33. (Currently Amended) An information reception apparatus, comprising: 
transmission means for transmitting fi^st taste information that represents a taste of a 
user to a server; 

reception means for receiving at least attribute information of a plurality of oth e r 
us e rs corr e sponding to s e cond tast e information at least two taste information , from the 
serve r, the attribute information being transmitted to a terminal apparatus of a user 
corresponding to any one of the at least two taste information and not corresponding to the 
attribute information ; and 
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registration means for registering the received attribute information of the plurality of 

oth e r us e rs corr e sponding to th e s e cond tast e informatio n as said user's attribute information, 

wherein 

the s e cond at least two taste information [[has]] have a resemblance to the first taste 
information each other and [[is]] are searched by the server from a plurality of taste 
information that represent respective tastes of a plurality of users stored in the server. 
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